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Ceclesiastial Affais. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE IRISH 
BISHOPS. 


Ir is always an ungracious, and, to men of 
generous mould, must needs be a most disagree- 
able, duty to heap condemnation upon the fallen. 
It would have been, we verily believe, a high 
satisfaction to many thousands, Churchmen and 
Nonconformists alike, to have been able, at this 
unquestionably trying crisis of the Irish Church, 
to point to the course taken by her Bishops as 
oxemplifying, in an impressive manner, the 
characteristic effects of the Christian faith upon 
the character of those who specially assume to 
be its guardians. The people of the United 
Kingdom having expressed by such methods as 
the Constitution has provided for that purpose, 
the conviction at which they had arrived that 
justice to the Irish nation requires the with- 
drawal of State favour and State support from 
the small ecclesiastical minority which has 
hitherto enjoyed it, and the placing of all eccle- 
siastical bodies upon a footing of perfect equality 
by the only practicable means within reach of the 
Legislature, it would have been a graceful and 
peculiarly. evangelical act on the part of the 
Irish Bishops to have meekly acquiesced ina 
decision so solemnly pronounced. 


It is conceivable, for instance, of men filled 
with a truly apostolical spirit, that in view of 
the results of the late General Election, they 
might have held some such language as the 
following :—‘‘ Judgment having been given by 
a large majority of the constituencies, formally 
appealed to on the point, to the effect that the 
political position of the Church of England in 
Ireland renders it impossible to govern the 
Irish people with justice, we deem it our duty 
to submit to the national verdict. The con- 
stituencies are not necessarily right in their 
conclusion, and in fact, we hold that they are 
mistaken ; but we decline opposing our voice to 
the voice of the country on a question which, 
involving as it does our own secular interests, 
may possibly, and even unconsciously to our- 
selves, warp our opinions and sympathies. We 
accept the unwelcome decision the rather because 
the spiritual authority of the truths we preach 
can be of small avail if the platform from which 
we proclaim them be one of injustice or even of 
seeming injustice—for we acknowledge that 
religion and righteousness, duty to God and 
duty to men, should visibly go hand in hand in 
any enterprise aiming at the rescue of mankind 


| 


— 


from ignorance, prejudice, and sin. Take from 
us therefore our exclusive worldly honours and 
emoluments, as the nation has willed you to do; 
strip us of al that you can fairly call your own; 
reduce us to a level with other Churches round 
about us. You profess, and we have reason to 
believe you, that you do so in no hostility to 
the doctrines we hold or the discipline we 
practise. These, after all, are our main con- 
cern; the things you deprive us of are but the 
trappings of our Church. They were your's to 
give, they are yours, if you see fit, to take 
away. Like the apostle, ‘we know how to be 
abased as well as how to abound.’ Our Bible, 
our Liturgy, our apostolical constitution, our 
faith, our love, our zeal, and our liberty—these 
all remain to us—these, at any rate, do not 
standin the way of justice toIreland. With these, 
and our Master’s blessing, we will yet pursue 
and accomplish the object of 
mission.’ 


our Divine 


If the Irish bishops had published a manifesto 


' conceived in some such sense as this, the moral 


result of it upon the national mind would have 
been invaluable. It would have swept away 
innumerable impediments to the future career 
of the Church over which they preside. How 
does it happen that we never hear strains of 
this lofty order from the episcopal bench? 
Whence comes it that the bishops are the last 
men from whom we expect to hear such lan- 
guage of self-abnegation? We refrain from 
even suggesting areply. We grieve at being 
obliged to contrast fact with fancy, and to show 
what the Irish bishops really say, instead of 
what they might have said, in presence of the 
political destiny that awaits them. 


They memorialised her Majesty to be per- 
mitted to meet in Convocation, which being an 
obsolete and inefficient mode of clerical repre- 
sentation, was very properly refused them 
through the Secretary of the Home Depart- 
ment. Whereupon eleven of the twelve Irish 
prelates passed and subscribed three resolu- 
tions. In the first of these they complain that 
they “do not possess authority to enter into 
negotiations in respect of arrangements which 
could only follow on legislative changes which 
they have no right to regard as inevitable, and 
which they are bound to protest against and 
resist.” In the second, they assert “the right 
of the whole body of clergy and laity to make 
their voices heard,” and “ earnestly desire the 
counsel and co-operation of both.” In the 
third, they “ invite the laity of the Church in 
their respective dioceses to consult” on how 
their co-operation may best be given, and pledge 
themselves that “nothing shall be wanting 
upon their parts to bring together with the 
least possible delay clergy and laity for delibe- 
ration on the common interests of all.” The 
bishop of Down and Connor protests against 
the first of these resolutions. He points out 
very forcibly that the future stability of the 
Church “ would be seriously imperilled by pre- 
maturely pledging themselves ‘to protest against 
and resist changes, and to decline entering into 
any negotiations, even though they could not 80 
do authoritatively”; and he is “the more sur- 
prised at the decision arrived at by their lord- 
ships alone, when they recognise the right of 
the whole body of the clergy and laity to make 
their voices heard, and even ‘earnestly desire 
the co-operation of both,’ and yet, in the face of 
this profession, without consulting the one or 


_ arrest. 
, by no means likely, that had the Irish Protes- 


of policy in a most important point.” 


For all practical purposes, then, the Irish 
bishops, with a single exception, respond to the 
decision of the nation with a declaration of 
“No Surrender,” and desire their clergy and 
laity to swell the cry. They have no right, 
they say, to regard the changes to which the 
people of the three kingdoms have affixed the 
stamp of their approbation, as “ inevitable.” 
They will resist. So be it. They have deli- 
berately chosen their path of policy, whether 
wisely or not the event will determine. We 
could have wished, for the sake of our common 
Christianity, that they had seen their way to a 
more befitting conclusion. In other respects, 
we see no ground for regret. Episcopal resist- 
ance will not even retard, but may have the 


| effect of hastening and of rendering more com- 


plete, the legislative changes it is intended to 
It is not impossible, though we think it 


tant hierarchy conceded the principle of Mr. 
Gladstone's policy, they might, by negotiation 
with the Prime Minister, have effected some 
modification of the measure in which he will 
seek to embody it. That, at any rate, was the 
most promising chance in their favour. They 
have rejected it—and in so doing they have 
withdrawn from the Government what might 
have proved a sore temptation to be led astray. 
It is clear that no indulgent treatment, even if 
it should be carried to the point of danger, will 
conciliate the goodwill of the Irish bishops to 
disestablishment. It will be better, therefore, 
on all accounts, to adhere as closely as possible 
to the one simple object of doing justice to the 
whole people of Ireland. 


o 


THE ORIGIN AND NATURE OF IRISH 
CHURCH PROPERTY. 


III, Tus GrowtH or ENDOWMENTS. 


In no country probably, not even in Italy 
or Spain, did the system of private endowments 
increase so rapidly as it did in Ireland. It is 
stated that, as a result, there were at one time 
not fewer than fourteen hundred monasteries, 
and that the priests were equal in number to 
the whole of the remaining population. Monas- 
teries of all sorts were established, and monks 
“white, black, and grey,” were to be found in 
every portion of the land. But the wealth of 
the religious houses excited as much the 
cupidity of Irishmen themselves as it did of 
the Danes and Northmen. Guarded although it 
was by tremendous anathemas, it was frequently 
seized upon by lawless chieftains. A man might 
be guilty of any moral offence—the foulest 
that could be imagined—and either no notice 
would be taken of it or he could procure abso- 
lution. Any offence, that is to say, but one, and 
that was to touch the property of the Church. 
The annals of Ireland in the middle ages con- 
sist, in great part, of records of battles, abduc- 
tions, and assassinations, but there is no record 
of any ecclesiastical punishment for these 
offences. There was only one crime that could 
not be condoned, and only one that was con- 


sidered to call down the vengeance of the 
Almighty upon the person who dared to commit 


it. Somewhat of the same feeling exists now, 
and has been illustrated not unoften in English 
annals, You may have a jaunty and dissolute 
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of the track of meteors as they were observed at the 
Royal Observatory, Greenwich, in November, 1866 ; 
another shows the results of Spectrum Analysis applied 
to the sun and stars; and a third illustrates the appa- 
rent course of the planets Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and 
Satarn in 1868-9. Other plates have been re-drawn 


illustrating modern theories by well-authenticated facts. 
We cannot speak too highly of the workmanlike manner 
in which the various chapters are written and arranged, 
while the illustrative plates are so thoroughly artistic 
that the elementary study of astronomy, aided by these 
coloured charts of the heavens and of the heavenly 
bodies, is invested with something of that fascination 
which we are wont to ascribe to a more advanced and 
minute investigation. 

The School Atlas of Physical Geography, by the same 
author, is also issued as “a new and enlarged edition.” 
It is marked by exactly the same characteristics as the 
“ Atlas of Astronomy.” “ Physical geography,” Mr. 
Johnston traly says, “ is the history of nature presented 
“in its moét attractive form, the exponent of theo 
“ wonders which the Almighty Creator has scattered so 
“ profusely around us.” The physical features of the 
various parts of the earth are graphically presented in 
numerous coloured plates done in the most finished style 
of coloured engraving. | 
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UNIVERSAL ANTI-STAIN. 
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IMPORTANT SALE OF 
CABINET AND UPHOLSTERY 
FURNITURE. 
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srk Rose 


at cost price. 
N.B.—This is a very advantageous opportunity for parties 
furnishing. . 
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THE QUEEN'S LAUNDRESS USES NO OTHER. 


Beever and GREEN'S KITCHEN 
RANGES obtained the Prise Meda) at Paris; also Firs 
Class Medals at London and Da bliin. a pi 
front, ventilate the kitchen, and cure chimneys. 

London : 7%, Bishopegate Within. Manufactory, Laton. 


SAUCE._LEA AND PERRINS. 
THE “ WORCESTERSHIRE,” 


ASK FOR LEA AND PERRIN®S’ SAUCE. 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS, 
and see the Names of LEA & PERRINS on all bottles and 


and BLACKWELL, London, and sold 
all Dealers in Sauces throughout the World. ” 
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THREE PRIZE MEDALS, 
PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


PURE PICKLES, 


PURVEYORS TO THE QUEEN, 
Pespaicters of Caytats Wary Oriental Pickle, Ourry Paste, 


Are sold retail in all parts of the world, and wholesale at the 
SOHO SQUABEB, LONDON. 


Ladies’, delicately perfumed .... 40, 44.5 extra stampa. 
Ladies’ Paris Kid Gloves, 3s. 64. ; Gentlemen's, 8s. 

A beautiful assortment of Glove-boxes suitable for presents. 
Ladies and Gentlemen's Russian Kid Gloves, %s. 6d, per pair. 
WHEELER and 00., 310, REGENT-£TREET, W.; 

16 and 17, POULTRY, and Corner of LOMBARD-STREET, 
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PHILOSOPHY. By Wuisam Fiemme, D.D. Post 


8vo0, 7s. 6d. 


THE STUDENT’S BLACKSTONE. A 


Abridgement of the entire Commentaries 
to the Present State of the Law. By B, MaLooLm 


Kean, LL.D. Post Svo, 7s. 


JOHN MUBBAY, Albemarie-sirest. 


4, airy | ae 
Phrases, 


Spltome | Zastasetasl 
at 


iat: Just published, post v0, price 6s., 
(THE TRUTH aud the CHURCH. By the 
a Bere W. & O'Common, B.A., Author of “Faith jand 


0. P. Alvey, 86, Bloomsbuary-strest, Londen, W.O. 
SUPERIOR SOBOOL BOOKS. 


BOOK aad EX POSITOR, 238th Edition. Prite is. 6d 
BUTTER’S GRADUAL PRIMER With Engravings. 
46th Edition. Price 6d. 


London : Bim 
and Oo. ; 


De. 


and Oo. ;' Whittaker aed Co. ; Lomgman 

and Oo. Edinburgh: Oliver and Bayd. 
Imperial l6mo, cloth, red edges, Sa, 64., 

R. OGILVIE’S ENGLISH DICTIONARY 


THE STUDENTS ENGLISH " DIOTIONARY - 
aed Explanatory. About 800 
imperial l6mo, cloth, red edges 


on wood, 
ie. 6d. ; moroess, 13s. 
| “This ia the best etymological dictiooary we have yet seen 


at all within moderate 


Blackie sod Son, £4, Patornoster-r0w. 


—— or 


Price 4d. each, Specimen sent post free on rescips of five 
stamps 


ERMONS et WARD BEECHER 
ate at — NEW YORK. 


London ; Gampern, Low, Son, and Marston, 188, Pleet-st raet. 

Complete in Twenty Vols, Price of each Vol. 4s. ; the 
whole Series fo £3. ” 

d beg EX BESS EALL LECTURES to 

YOuNGe commeneoement in 1845-6 to 

warminetion 1 {86e, aad haad- 


ats 


: Jemes Nisbet and Os., 21, Berners-stress, W. 


God. Translated from the German 
wee edited by the late Rev. Dr, OC. G. Bantu, of Calw, 


Leadon : James Nisbet and Oo., 21, Berners-street, W. 


Price £8 Sa., cloth. a 
MATTHEW HENRY’S COMMENTARY 


on the HOLY BIBLE, comprising of 7,000 

yt xy poy ty} t in lear and 
Xistinos om good 

ted bandeom ely Found in oth Th wean -_ 


be had of extra bindings, of which « list 


: ': James Nisbet and Co., 21, Berners-street, W. 
BOOKS FOR MOTHERS AND MOTHERS’ MEETINGS. 


I, 
Small crown Svo, ls. 6d., cloth limp. 


OME THOUGHTS for MOTHERS and 
SE MOTHERS MEBTINGS. By the Author,of “Bick 


IL 
Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d., cloth limp. 
IGHTS and WRONGS; or 


Home. By M. M. Gonpow, Author of “ 
to do, and Row to Do 8," Ge, 


Small crown 8vo, oe Ode 
_| pRicet. GLIMPSES MOTHERS’ 
MERBTINGS. By a Mormzn. With « Preface by the 
Rev. Tuos, Vouza, 
London ;: James Nisbet and Co., 21, Berners-ctrest, W. 


Recently published, small crown 690, Ss., doth. 
‘Tale, Ie yEAS 2 in JERUSALEM. A 


and Oustoms in Modern 
ey oo to “ Home in the Holy Land.” By 


+ lag —med 

*‘ A simple and instructive story of life in the Bast,” —Non- 
conform ist. 

London : James Nisbet and Co., 21, Berners-strest, W. 


Third B4.t.0n, crown Svro, 5s, 6d., cloth, with Portrait. 


ASSAGES in the LIFE of an INDIAN 
lato of Bombay. Oouaplled by hie Sister, Haran Govvine 
We can soaronly express too srong'y our sense of the exquisite 
taste and tenderness which characterise this aw 
ag ps James Nisbet and Oo., 1, Berners-ctreet, W. 


in at 
Wells rae 


In the Press, post 8vo, 7s, 6d., dloth. 


